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HUNGARIAN federation of people with disabilities FESZT

european disability forum EDF

>>> Media release
HUNGARIAN DISABILITY ORGANISATIONS HOSTS LEADERS OF EUROPEAN DISABILITY MOVEMENT IN BUDAPEST
Budapest, 25 May 2011 /// The Hungarian disability movement is united and as strong as ever. This is affirmed by the fact that they have scheduled a meeting gathered all leaders of the entire disability movement represented by the European Disability Forum (EDF) in Budapest.

Today afternoon, Miklós SOLTÉSZ, State Secretary for Social, Family and Youth Affairs of the Ministry for National Resources is addressing the Board of the disability movement on the eve of their Annual General Assembly. The European Disability Forum will present its action plan for the future including its main campaign on freedom of movement for persons with disabilities.

The Hungarian Federation of People with Disabilities will also cooperate with EDF to set up a seminar on the present legislation concerning accessibility in the EU. The Hungarian Public Foundation for the Equal Opportunities of Persons with Disabilities (FSZK) will also support this seminar.

Crisis is hitting hardly people with disabilities in Europe, including Hungarian people with disabilities. During this time of crisis, social expenditure has been cut in most EU countries. Due to such austerity measures persons with disabilities are now in a very alarming situation. The leaders of the disability movement will highlight the importance of guaranteeing financial support to persons with disabilities and to their organisations in Hungary, this is the only way to ensure a sustainable recovery of the European and Hungarian economy. The European disability movement is ready and willing to speak with one voice, FESZT has become a key partner to ensure that the European movement live up to the expectations of more than 600 000 Hungarians with disabilities.

The key objectives of FESZT are to create accessible inclusive education for people with disabilities, to increase employment possibilities and to fight against poverty. In Hungary this year several key issues and long-term development directions affecting people with disabilities are decided. The changes in the disability benefit system are not yet known to the public, which triggered general concern. The advocacy organisations expect consultation from the government in the most important issues affecting people with disabilities, such as the transformation of residential large institutions or the upcoming new Civil Code in relation to rethinking the legal capacity regulations. It is crucial that changes concerning people with disabilities adapt to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ratified by Hungary among the first countries in 2007. 

>Contact FESZT: Fruzsina Balogh | communication and media officer | M +36 70 371 9363 | balogh.fruzsina@efoesz.hu 

>Contact EDF: Aurélien Daydé | communication and media officer | M +32 485 64 39 93 | aurelien.dayde@edf-feph.org
>Background

Hungarian Federation of People with Disabilities (FESZT) is an umbrella organization gathering the representatives of the seven largest Hungarian disability associations, representing the interests of 600 000 people altogether. The Federation founded in 2001 focuses on common issues such as improving the situation of education and employment and equal accessibility, to which effective cooperation between the different disability groups is essential.

The European Disability Forum is the European umbrella organisation representing the interests of 80 million persons with disabilities in Europe. The mission of EDF is to ensure disabled people full access to fundamental and human rights through their active involvement in policy development and implementation in Europe. EDF is a member of the Social Platform and works closely to the European institutions, the Council of Europe and the United Nations. www.edf-feph.org

