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Editorial /// Are you free enough?
Don’t you think that the concept of freedom of movement is a mere myth in Europe? We have to face the inconvenient truth here: on the whole it is still very difficult for persons with disabilities to travel, to go abroad to study, work, live or to simply be a consumer like everyone else in the European Union. 
Refusing passengers with disabilities to board a flight, for example, means that airlines are not only violating EU law, but also creating additional, unnecessary obstacles for persons with disabilities to freely travel in Europe. Another example: A Spanish national would like to go to university in Holland. What if this university is not accessible? Another case: A person from the UK with support needs, requires a personal assistant in the work place. Now s/he needs to relocate to Hungary for professional reasons. What happens if s/he is not entitled to personal assistance under the Hungarian system?
All these crucial topics will be on top of the agenda this week when the Disability movement meets for its Annual General Assembly. The discussions will focus on the future European Accessibility Act, the proposal of a European mobility card and future legislation on Web accessibility. Moreover, the hot and very current topic of the financial crisis and its effects will be highlighted during the debates. We have concrete ideas, suggestions and legal proposals for the European Commission. Moreover, we have already defined the necessary measures needed to ensure the Disability Strategy 2010-2020, proposed by Commissioner Viviane Reding, really has a positive impact and improves the lives of persons with disabilities.
Find more about Freedom of movement in this issue of Disability Voice: read about latest lobbyist victory on violence against women and how decision making in relation to the EU’s Structural Funds must include persons with disabilities.

Free movement of people, goods, services and capital are the basis of the European Union and it is long overdue that the fundamental right of free movement can be enjoyed by all of the EU’s citizens. This is why it is the Disability movements’ top campaign for 2011. It is time that to ask yourself: Are you free enough?
Javier Guemes, Acting Director, European Disability Forum
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Campaign
WE WANT FREE MOVEMENT FOR ALL
There are many barriers that need to be eliminated if persons with disabilities are to reach the goal of free movement. This, amongst other topics regarding ‘accessibility; will be discussed by the disability movement this week end during EDF Annual General Assembly.
>What is freedom of movement it about?

The European Union says it guarantees freedom of movement for all of its citizens. But Persons with disabilities still face major difficulties when travelling by plane or going to study, work and live in another European country. During the European Disability movement’s general Assembly at the end of May the movement is will discuss and propose measures for a strong European Accessibility Act in the EU. EDF wants to make sure the European Commission understands what freedom of movement means to persons with disabilities and how important it is. 
> The European Accessibility Act

Overall, the issue of accessibility is vital as it is essential for participation in society. The European Commission is therefore working towards a European Accessibility Act that will set out a general framework for accessibility in relation to goods and services. This Act should be ready by 2012 and is one of the key actions the Commission promises in its Disability Strategy 2010-2020. EDF believes that the European Accessibility Act should take to form of a Directive. This would clearly establish the requirement of accessibility on the covered sectors, but leave Member states sufficient freedom to take account of particular national circumstances when adopting relevant national legislation and policy. A ‘soft’ law which would encourage good practice, but imposes no obligation to provide true accessibility cannot guarantee the changes that are needed and protect the right to free movement.

Additionally, the Disability Strategy 2010-2020 includes a commitment to studying the implications of a mutual recognition of disability cards. This would ease traveling between Member States as the holder of a disability card would be granted the same status and benefits anywhere in Europe. In this sense, the European Accessibility will become the instrument and the disability card a tool for granting free movement to persons with disabilities.
This is what the European disability movement wants:

· an ambitious and of legally binding European Accessibility Act, covering the access to goods and services and the built environment. 
· the adoption of a European Mobility Card based on, and very much in line with European tradition, the mutual recognition of national disability cards.
>Contact EDF:
 Maria Nyman | T + 32 2 28 65 18 4 | maria.nyman@edf-feph.org
Structural Funds

PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS 
Don’t be funny about the money! EDF calls for the future Cohesion Policy to fund accessibility and social inclusion. People with disabilities are one of the main target groups recognized in the current General and Specific regulations of the Structural Funds. Non discrimination and accessibility for persons with disabilities must be taken into consideration during the design, implementation, and monitoring of the future programmes. 

>Cohesion Policy explained 
In general, the main objective of cohesion policy is to diminish the gap between different regions in the EU in terms of income, wealth and opportunities.  The Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund are financial tools set up to implement the cohesion policy (often also referred to as the Regional policy of the European Union). Europe's poorer regions receive most of the support, but all European regions are eligible for funding under the policy's various funds and programmes.

>European Cohesion Policy and the disability movement

The new regulation on the European Cohesion Policy 2013-2020 is currently being drafted and discussed in the EU institutions. This is a crucial moment during which the disability movement should join efforts in order to sustain the achievements gained in the past and to ensure that then new regulation respects the new legal framework set by the UN Convention. Cohesion policy must not simply reduce the disparities between regions; it should also contribute to reducing the social inequalities affecting persons with disabilities, promote access to employment, equal opportunities, and to build accessible infrastructures in the different regions across Europe.

In 2006, the European Commission introduced a promising directive on the use of structural funds stating that the funds can only be used in line with the needs and opinions of organisations of disabled people. EDF had already voiced its concern over the use of structural funds in relation to the inclusion of persons with disabilities last January. It highlighted that EU funds must be used to help and not hinder persons with disabilities by funding institutions that lock persons with disabilities up, calling for the funds to support measures of ‘de-institutionalisation’ to promote the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society.

>Mainstreaming disability 

EDF believes that the future regulation on structural funds should include non discrimination and accessibility as horizontal principles and should recognise the added value of participation of organisations of persons with disabilities in the monitoring process. It should also represent a concrete support to face the economic recovery and build social cohesion in the EU.

>Contact EDF: 
Simona Giarratano | +32 250 31 27 | simona.giarratano@edf-feph.org
Gender-based Violence
WOMEN’S PROTECTION: LOBBYISTS’ VICTORY

This month, the Council of Europe’s Convention on the Violence against Women was signed by 13 of the 47 Members States all urged to comply. The adoption of this Convention is welcomed by the European Women’s lobby (EWL).

In Istanbul during the 121st Session of the Committee of Ministers, gathering 47 Foreign Affairs Ministers. The following countries became the first to sign the new Convention:

Austria, Finland, 

France, Germany, 

Greece, Iceland, 

Luxembourg, Montenegro, 

Portugal, Slovakia, 

Spain, Sweden and Turkey 

The European Disability Forum, together with the EWL participated in the negotiations running up to the finalization of the Convention. This new Convention could be considered a milestone for women’s rights activists as it is the first legally binding instrument in the world establishing a legal framework intended to protect women against all forms of violence, and prevent, prosecute and eliminate violence against women including all forms of domestic violence. The Convention also establishes an international mechanism to monitor its implementation at national level.

>42% of women are victims of violence

The need for such protectionist measures is still widespread. According to a bleak report from the Human Rights Watch, one of the world’s leading organizations dedicated to defending and protecting human rights, 42 % of women older than 15 have suffered from physical or sexual violence. Adding the findings of a UN report which states that the combination of male preference in many cultures and the universal devaluation of disability the situation becomes particularly dangerous for women with disabilities.

>Forced sterilizations and abortions are now criminalized 

It is then that the EDF especially pushed for the inclusion of the principles laid out in the United Nations Convention for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the preamble of the Council of Europe’s Convention. A major achievement however, is that under this new legislative text, forced sterilizations and abortions are defined and included under acts that should be criminalized. Executive Member of the EDF and EWL Board Member, Ana Palaez is particularly pleased about this, calling this one of the most important achievements for EDF efforts on gender issues, as many testimonies of women with disabilities; show a hidden reality of the scale of violence and abuse that is experienced. Often not only physical in its form but also stripping women of their dignity, their reproductive rights and their right to make choices in life.

> Promising beginnings

The Convention also calls for, amongst other things:

· hotlines, 

· shelters 

· and legal aid for abused women. 

Women with disabilities however, still call for universal accessibility to general services to be included in the Convention. The need for victims’ access to professional, social and health services is albeit highlighted in the Convention. Nonetheless, the Council of Europe’s campaign ‘Stop domestic violence against women’ has been successful so far and the Convention is a positive outcome. Particularly for women with disabilities this Convention is a step in the right direction towards further protection and the prevention of abuse.

>Background Information:

· Key issues about the violence against women according to EDF.

· European Women’s Lobby report
· Council of Europe press release
· Human Rights Watch webpage
> Contact EDF:

Maria Nyman | T + 32 2 28 65 18 4 | maria.nyman@edf-feph.org
LAST MINUTE:

>EVENTS:
Workshop: Support for companies developing Ambient Assisted Living solutions
to achieve the market breakthrough

Organisers: AAL Open Association – AALOA, European Commission – eInclusion, AAL Association – AALA 

07/06/2011 Brussels, Belgium
More Info
IV International Congress on Design, Research Networks, and Technology for all
Organiser: Fundación ONCE 
27-29/06/2011 Madrid, Spain
More info
>MEDIA 
OUR VOICE IN THE EUROPEAN VOICE

   ‘I just want to be able to travel like everyone else’ EDF President, Yannis Vardakastanis, tells a leading Brussels Weekly. Read more
>YOUR OPINION! 
ACCESSIBILITY: HOW SOCIAL IS THE SOCIAL MEDIA? 
Over the past decade, through the rise of the internet and the expansion of the World Wide Web, the way we socialize, communicate and access information has changed. The European Disability Forum would like to invite you to join the debate on how accessible social media platforms such a Twitter and Facebook are. We would like to know is how persons with disabilities use the Social Media and whether or not such tools of communication are equally accessible to all those wishing to use them. Read more
>UN CONVENTION: 

100 RATIFICATIONS

This month, Colombia became the 100th Country to sign the UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. UN Secretary General Bank Ki Moon welcomed the signing of the treaty in Bogota stating that ‘the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is a powerful tool for inclusion and development.’ The EDF wants the EU to keep working on the ratification by all Member States and follow up on the proper implementation of the Convention. Read more
Contact us:

Aurélien Daydé

European Disability Forum

Rue du commerce 39 - 41

Brussels 1000 Belgium

+32 2 282 46 00 | aurelien.dayde@edf-feph.org | www.edf-feph.org
Editor



Aurélien Daydé 

             Contributors


Maria Nyman |Charlotte May-Simera |Simona Giarratano 
Translation to French

Bastin Bérénice Traductions
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