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Editorial /// The State of the Union of President Barroso and Freedom of movement.
Last week, José Manuel Barroso's annual ‘state of the union' speech was part of a dialogue between the European Commission and the European Parliament on the political priorities for the coming year.

The Commission will now discuss priorities with the European Parliament before adopting its work programme for 2012 on 15 November.
The European Disability Forum welcomes the President’s highlights on freedom of circulation in Europe.

“European citizenship adds a set of rights and opportunities. The opportunity to freely cross borders, to study abroad. Here again, we must all stand up and preserve and develop these rights and opportunities”. Stressed José Manuel Barroso. He added: “We will not tolerate a rolling back of our citizens ‘rights. We will defend the freedom of circulation and all the freedoms in our Union.”

The whole disability movement is now campaigning on freedom of movement: we have concrete demands and propositions and such a commitment from the European Commission is really important to us. This is the right vision for a real inclusion of persons with disabilities in Europe.

Accessiblity is one of the conditions for freedom of movement: in this edition of Disability Voice you will read more about the accessibility to the vote in Europe, and about the web and mobile accessibility: two crucial issues where we are still at risk to be excluded. Last week tributes flood in for Steve Jobs and his vision that revolutionized the access to technology for all users. In the mean time, EDF was campaigning on the accessibility of mobile phones into the Parliament and of the Internet in the European Conference on Innovation for Digital Inclusion in Gdansk.

Simultaneously, last Thursday, the European Commission has released its new proposal for the future Cohesion Policy and the use of Structural Funds. Read more about the improvement that we do welcome. 
All those issues in one unique Disability Voice: this is intense; this is Europe.

Javier Güemes, Acting Director
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Universal Suffrage
X MARKS THE SPOT
EXCLUSION OF Universal suffrage is still widespread within the European Union
Member of European Parliament Constitutional Affairs Committee Andrew Duff (Liberal Democrat) headed a roundtable meeting at the European Parliament to discuss universal suffrage for persons with disabilities, co-organised with EDF. He shared the platform with David O’Brien, self-advocate from Down Syndrome Ireland and Pat Clarke (EDF Executive Board Member and European Down Syndrome Association) to discuss the implications of many persons with disability not being able to have the right to vote.

The European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission, a consultative body of the Council of Europe) is revising the interpretative declaration that currently excludes thousands of people across Europe from political participation on account of their disability . Yet the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) has confirmed the inalienable right to vote of all persons with disabilities, meaning the European Union and its 20 Member States that ratified it must now comply.
>TIME TO WALK THE WALK

The Venice Commission states: “No person with a disability shall be excluded from the right to vote or to stand for election on the basis of her/his physical and/or mental disability unless the deprivation of the right to vote and to be elected is imposed by an individual decision of a court of law”. 

Revisions of the declaration, originally set to go ahead on October 14th, have been postponed. The campaign Save the Vote, launched by the Mental Disability Advocacy Center with participation of EDF will continue until its message has been heard by the Venice Commission members: the right to vote in national and European Parliament elections is not a privilege but a basic human right. MEPs  who are directly elected under universal suffrage to the European Parliament, must speak out immediately against the limitation that obstructs the democratic functioning of the European Union and violates the UN Convention. 
>BACKGROUND

· MDAC information on the ‘RIGHT TO VOTE’
· Visit the SAVE THE VOTE website from MDAC

· Visit EDF Disability Votes Count website from 2009 European elections

· Check the latest updates from the European project: My opinion my vote

>Contact EDF: Janina Arsenjeva | T + 32 282 46 02 | Janina.arsenjeva@edf-feph.org
Technology
IS YOUR MOBILE PHONE ACCESSIBLE?

A European Parliamentary breakfast was hosted today by Adám Kósa, Member of the European Parliament and President of the Disability Intergroup, in collaboration with the Mobile Manufacturer Forum (MMF), on mobile phone accessibility for persons with disabilities.

MMF presented their Global Accessibility Reporting Initiative (GARI). This project has been designed to help consumers learn more about the various accessibility features of mobile phones and to support them identify phones with the features that may assist them with their particular needs.
The need for greater accessibility of telecommunications for persons with disabilities has been highlighted. EDF Acting Director, Javier Güemes, explained that accessible mobile, smart phones and apps are crucial to make sure persons with disabilities are included in the society: “Accessibility and interoperability of communications devices are vital to making possible the professional and cultural inclusion of people with disabilities. At the same time, when not accessible, the technology can create new obstacles and can lead to new forms of discrimination.”

The GARI website launched just over a year ago by the MMF, www.mobileaccessibility.info, has been a success, working with brands such as Alcatel Mobile Phones, Apple, LG, Motorola, Nokia and Samsung to report information on the accessibility features of mobile phones. The search tool on the website lists all the compatible models matching the user’s preferences.

> “Accessibility issues affect every one of us”
Michael Milligan, Secretary General of the MMF, stated, “Accessibility issues affect everyone of us at some point in our lives. Highlighting the accessibility features of each new phone in the GARI database will help us all to enjoy the benefits of mobile communications”. Private initiatives such as the GARI project raise awareness of accessibility issues and are welcomed by the European disability movement because this is a step ahead for a better connection to the digital world for 80 million persons with disabilities in Europe. For those organisations that are interested, the MMF is making an XML version of the GARI database available to allow incorporation of this information into other websites.

Private initiative such as the GARI project enhance and raise awareness on mobile phone accessibility are welcomed by the European disability movement because this is a step ahead for a better connection to the digital world for 80 million persons with disabilities in Europe.

Beside, EDF participate to the European Conference on Innovation for Digital Inclusion starting today in Gdansk.

>Background

· Everything about EDF campaign on digital accessibility: Access Denied!
Contact EDF Nadege Riche | T + 32 282 46 05 | nadege.riche@edf-feph.org
European Parliament 

UNANIMOUS VOTE AT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE: THE EU MUST ACT NOW
During its September plenary session, the EESC unanimously gave the green light to the opinion on the "European Disability Strategy 2010-2020". This text is intended to combat discrimination and social exclusion in Europe and defend the fundamental rights of 80 million persons with disabilities in Europe (16% of the EU citizens). Yannis Vardakastanis, President of the European Disability Forum, was the rapporteur for this EESC's opinion. Concretely, the EESC calls on the EU to implement the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) and to adopt a strong and legally binding European Accessibility Act. Furthermore, the EESC warns against any cuts in social expenditure due to austerity measures in the time of crisis.   
>The implementation of the UN Convention: a key element for the success of the Strategy
The Disability Strategy presented by the Commission is a step in the right direction for persons with disabilities. On the whole, the Commission proposes a new approach to implement the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities legally binding on the EU since its conclusion in December 2010. If fully implemented, the Strategy could be of benefit to 80 million Europeans with disabilities. The EESC calls for the development of effective instruments to implement the UN Convention including the creation of a Disability Committee in the EU. Donata Vivanti, Vice President of the European Disability Forum said: “The opinion on the Disability Strategy underlines the new obligations created since the conclusion of the UN Convention: the European Commission and the Members States have to deliver now!”  

>Financial crisis: the hardest hit
The EESC is determined to extend the legal protection of the rights of persons with disabilities beyond the field of employment. Issues related to disability must always be taken into account when developing and implementing social legislation and policies. The EESC denounces the negative impact of the financial crisis on the lives of persons with disabilities and their ability to access their rights. The EESC urges support for persons with disabilities in the time of crisis and warns against any cuts in social expenditure due to austerity measures. The opinion also details how financial tools such as the Structural Funds and the Multiannual Financial Framework must comply with the UN Convention.  

>The adoption of a strong Accessibility Act and the Mobility Card are the necessary steps for Freedom of movement

The EESC believes that a barrier-free Europe can only be achieved with the adoption of a European Accessibility Act, i.e. strong legislation to ensure persons with disabilities have full and unimpeded access to goods, services and built environment. Appropriate and effective enforcement and monitoring mechanisms should be identified both at the European and national level.

The adoption of a European Mobility Card and the accessibility of public sector websites by 2015 are another two elements necessary to create a barrier-free Europe. The EESC believes that these would be the concrete tools to promote the freedom of movement for persons with disabilities by enabling them to live as any other citizen in Europe. 
> Background 
· -Download the opinion of the EESC here 
· -Download the press release from the EESC here
· -The text of the opinion has been translated in all EU languages soon 
>Contact EDF 
Aurélien Daydé | communication and media officer | M +32 485 64 39 93 | aurelien.dayde@edf-feph.org 
KEEP IN MIND

>IMPROVEMENT ON STRUCTURAL FUNDS

Prevent and eliminate barriers to accessibility for a person with disabilities is now a condition to fulfill in order to receive European money. European Funds will be allocated to European regions if they prove effective and appropriate implementation of the UN Convention. 
In the new proposal from the European Commission for the future Cohesion Policy 2013/2020 published on October 6, national authorities are asked to ensuring accessibility for persons with disabilities, promotion of gender equality, antidiscrimination and access to and use of accessibility of information and communication technology. 
Further conditions to access the Funds are promotion of social inclusion and fight against poverty including a shift from institutional to community based care. 

The European Disability welcomes this proposal and believes there is still a wide scope for improvements.

>Contact EDF: Simona Giarratano | T + 32 282 46 05 | simona.giarratano@edf-feph.org
>ACCESSIBILITY: TRIBUTES FLOOD IN FOR STEVE JOBS

We have asked that question on our social media: Have Apple products changed the life of persons with disabilities? While you are still a lot to have your say, EDF brought the question of accessibility of mobile phones to the European Parliament with MMF. EDF also presented the 10 golden rules of web accessibility at the “Innovation for digital Inclusion” conference organised in Gdansk October 5-7, by the Polish Presidency. EDF has been interviewed by Radio France Internationale on these crucial issues: listen to the interview
Check out here our demands for web accessibility
>Contact EDF  Nadege Riche  | T + 32 282 46 05 | nadege.riche@edf-feph.org
>ACCESS FOR CITY AWARD 2012
The application phase for the Access City Award 2012 closed on 20 September 2011 with 114 cities from 23 EU member states joining the competition. The Award is an initiative of the European Commission in partnership with the European Disability Forum. It aims to showcase and reward cities with over 50 000 inhabitants which take exemplary initiatives to improve accessibility in the urban environment for persons with disabilities, in a contest of an ageing population. National juries composed of representatives of national disability councils, accessibility and aging experts with the support of Age Platform, and public administration, will identify cities that qualify to the final selection by a European Jury. The winner will be announced at the Award Ceremony in Brussels on 1-2 December 2011.
>MORE INFORMATION click here
EVENTS

> WARSAW EDF BOARD 15-16/11/2011

The leaders of the Disability movement will meet October 15-16 in Warsaw, Poland. Follow the debates and make your voice heard on Facebook and Twitter #EDFboard.
>GALWAY GENETIC DISCRIMINATION CONFERENCE 19/11/2011
The Centre for Disability Law and Policy is co-hosting (in conjunction with the Burton Blatt Institute, Syracuse University, USA) a one-day conference entitled 'Genetic Discrimination - Transatlantic Perspectives on the Case for a European Level Legal Response'. 
>more information click here
>28th ANNUAL PACIFIC RIM INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON DISABILITY AND DIVERSITY 26-27/03/2012
"Living to Our Complete Potential" - The 28th Annual Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability & Diversity, will bring together a diverse international gathering of academics, community leaders, self-advocates, specialists and officials to Honolulu, Hawaii.
>MORE INFORMATION click here
Disability Voice is available online in English and French on www.edf-feph.org
Contact us:

European Disability Forum

Square de Meeus 35

Brussels 1000 Belgium

+32 2 282 46 00 | www.edf-feph.org
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Translation to French
Bastin Bérénice Traductions
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