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Editorial /// Crisis: all eyes on disability
‘Europe’s way out of the crisis: the disability rights perspective’. This is the title for the European Day of Persons with Disabilities’ conference on next Thursday 1 December. The European Commission co-organised this event with the disability movement and it will gather hundreds of persons and experts with disabilities. Together with decision makers from the EU institutions they will exchange experiences and identify best practice solutions to deal with the particular effects of the financial and economic crisis.

Our report from the EDF Observatory on the impact of the crisis set the scene. The implementation of national austerity measures without consulting the organisations of persons with disabilities is having dramatic effects. Social exclusion leading to poverty in many European countries, it is now obviously crucial that the EU needs to better steer the social policy of the Member State. We have worked hard with the European Institutions to set up and to improve the EU instruments: the implementation of the UN Convention, the new regulations on the Structural Funds and a promising Disability Strategy. This framework will only be benefit if the EU and the Members States start to work.

Fortunately some projects are already concrete: on Thursday, we are going to award the most accessible cities in Europe for the second time and before the New Year break, many other important events will also be igniting the disability movement. Read the special focus on Disability in Europe on EU Observer website and a special report on accessibility in the Guardian online.
This issue of Disability Voice offers the overview and insight which will hopefully fire up the festive period.
In this challenging time, more than ever, we need to celebrate the international day of persons with disabilities together. Spread the word and message to carry on through to 2012!
Javier Güemes, Acting Director
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Accessibility
ACCESS AND THE CITY
Accessibility of built environment is a key issue within the disability movement due to the restrictions of rights and freedoms it prohibits on persons with disabilities across Europe gaining access to the fundamental requirements such as travel, housing and service goods. All of the things many people take for granted. 

>AND THE NOMINEE’S ARE…

The European Disability Forum has partnered with the European Commission with the award recognizing those cities that commit the most with accessibility. The shortlist for the Access City Award has now been announced. The eight cities in contention for the title are, Grenoble (FR), Kraków (PL), Ljubljana (SI), Marburg (DE), Olomouc (CZ), Salzburg (AT), Santander (ES), Terrassa (ES).
The winner will be announced 1 December during the European Day of Persons with Disabilities.

Click here to see the Access Awards website
However this is not the only event taking place to highlight accessibility across Europe. Two initiatives that are also really important for the disability movement are coming up in the next few months.

>EFC: LEAGUE OF HISTORICAL AND ACCESSIBLE CITIES
The European Foundation Centre (EFC) is currently working on ‘The League of Historical and Accessible Cities’ project, which aims to improve the accessibility of historical towns and promote sustainable tourism development.
The EFC are renowned for their strategy and investigation in the area of disabled access, creating the Disabled Interest Group (DIG), were they have being on the European forefront for over ten years. 
Click here to visit the EFC website
>URBACCESS
The European Disability Forum is also teaming up with UrbAccess to put on an exhibition of European Accessibility.

This will recognize and highlight The French Equality of rights and chances law of 15 February 2005, which establishes as an objective the accessibility in all public spaces, road and transportation by 2015.

This exhibition in will take place January 2012, on 19th & 20th, in the French capital of Paris. 

Click here
 to visit the UrbAccess website

>More information
Click here to know more about EDF and the Freedom of Movement campaign
>Contact EDF
Aurélien Daydé | communication and media officer | T +32 485 64 39 93 | aurelien.dayde@edf-feph.org
Economy
To the Heads of State and Government of the European Union
The European Disability Forum (EDF), the voice of 80 million persons with disabilities and their families in Europe, calls on all the Governments of the European Union to ensure that the needs of people with disabilities and their families are taken into account all the way thro ugh economic, political and social policies. 
Austerity measures undertaken by governments in the European Union could undermine progress towards the realisation of the rights of persons with disabilities enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as well as the social targets of the Europe 2020 strategy and the European Disability Strategy 2010 – 2020. Poverty, social exclusion, discrimination, marginalisation, illiteracy and negative stereotypes of people with disabilities can be the sad legacy of the economic, social and political reforms if implemented without duly consideration of the rights of people with disabilities.

The EDF calls on the European Council and all the Governments of Europe to ensure that people with disabilities are not socially, economically or politically excluded. In order to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities are not undermined by current responses to the economic crisis, we must consider that:

1. People with disabilities might freely move in European societies, live independently and included in society: no action restricting these capacities should be envisaged in any social protection reform. Personal assistance and other community support services should not be undermined by austerity measures. 

2. Education of persons with disabilities will be respected and reforms in the education systems will not mean reduction in education support policies in mainstream education and should not lead to segregation to special schools. 

3. The right to work and employment is fully respected: Measures for full inclusion in employment including reasonable accommodation and supported employment should not disappear from the national employment policies. 

4. Access to health services for people with disabilities is not put into question and health services for people with disabilities do not consider their health as secondary in respect to non-disabled people. 

5. That Social habilitation and rehabilitation is considered an investment for European societies ensuring that all capacities are collected and fully participate in the construction of Europe after the crisis. The quality of social services should remain a pre-condition for respecting the human rights of people with disabilities. 
6. Adequate living standards and social protection are ensured. This will mean that no measures are taken that will have the effect of leading people with disabilities into poverty, social exclusion or reduction of his/her living income. 

7. Freedom of expression and opinion and access to information is not restricted by reforms of public and private services. 

8. Respect for family life is ensured by guaranteeing to all people with disabilities and their families adequate family policies. These policies should remain a priority. 

9. Organisations representing people with disabilities should be consulted in regard to any action that could have an impact on the rights of people with disabilities. 

10. Raising the awareness of the needs of persons with disabilities should take place in order to ensure that the portrayal of persons with disabilities in the media and other relevant stakeholders is done correctly and does not lead to social stigmatisation. 

 Yannis Vardakastanis 
President of the European Disability Forum 
> We set up the EDF Observatory on the effects of the crisis on persons with disabilities: Click here to know more
CONNECTING EUROPE FACILITY
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION PROPOSES CONCRETE PLAN FOR ACCESSIBILITY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITY.
The Commission adopted on 19 October 2011 a package for new infrastructure policy. It contains a proposal for the revision of important European transport network guidelines (TEN-T) and a proposal for a Connecting Europe Facility. Why are they both positive for persons with disabilities? 
The UN CRPD recognizes the importance of accessibility in enabling persons with disabilities to fully enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedoms. Transport and digital infrastructure are fundamental for freedom of movement of persons with disabilities; for the access to the internal market and for the mobility of persons and goods. Two proposals have been released:

-A regulation establishing the Connecting Europe Facility has been proposed to improve interconnected transport, energy and digital networks.

-In order to establish a single, network that integrates land, sea and air transport networks throughout the Union, the European Commission has established the trans-European transport network (TEN-T), which main objective is to allow goods and people to circulate between Member States and assuring international connections.

For the disability movement, the accessibility of transport and digital networks is a key issue to allow 80 million European with disabilities to have the same opportunities to move, study, work, live and participate to the internal market as any other citizens in the EU.

>WHY DO WE THINK CONNECTING EUROPE FACILITY IS A GREAT PLAN?
Connecting Europe is the financial instrument that will support transport projects across Europe, by means of co-funding.

Markedly, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities puts new obligations on European Member States when adopting or revising legislation to ensure that the needs and rights of the end users are fully respected. Article 9 of the UN Convention lists the appropriate measures to ensure persons with disabilities access, on an equal basis with others to transportation among others crucial issues. The European Commission has quoted this important article in the preamble (recital 31) of the proposal. The European Disability Forum welcomes such a mention in a recital.
>THE WAY FORWARD FOR TRANS EUROPEAN NETWORK TRANSPORT
-the promotion of accessibility: a clear mention to persons with disabilities
Although 4 articles of this proposal promote accessibility, article 43 is the one that calls for concrete results and mention disability: "Transport infrastructure shall allow seamless mobility and accessibility for all users, in particular elderly people, persons of reduced mobility and disabled passengers."
-the scope: more roads and rails accessible by 2050
So far the scope of those useful guidelines was limited. According to this new proposal, the European Commission wants to enlarge the scope of the legislation. It means that more roads and rails will have to be accessible. The network will progressively increase and by 2050, the great majority of Europe's citizens will be part of this comprehensive network. 
>OUR DEMANDS

EDF President Yannis Vardakastanis says: “When funding meets human rights, the European Union practically becomes inclusive. The 31.7 billion euros allocated to transport will now have to be spent in compliance with the UN Convention. This means that accessibility for persons with disabilities has to be delivered in the existing patchwork of European roads, railways, airports and canals throughout Europe!”

-Regarding the financial effort forecasted by the Commission to improve the ICT infrastructure networks, there will be more bandwidth available to deliver pan-European digital services. Although the disability movement welcomes the plan, it is crucial that services delivered thanks to this infrastructure include e-accessibility requirements of persons with disabilities (e.g. e-governments services could be broadcasted in sign language for deaf people).
> Background

· Read the memo from the European Commission:: Connecting Europe Facility: Commission adopts plan for 50 billion euro boost to European networks
· For more information about e-accessibility, visit EDF website on the Access denied campaign.

 Contact EDF: Aurélien Daydé | communication and media officer | M +32 485 64 39 93 | aurelien.dayde@edf-feph.org
Board meeting in Warsaw
Leaders of disability movement want Poland to ratify UN convention before the end of the Polish presidency
The European disability movement met in Warsaw for an important board meeting. The Polish government said Poland will ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) in the coming months. The disability movement reminded that the EU had concluded the text a year ago and wants the European Institutions to deliver. 
October 15th and 16th, the board members of the European Disability Forum gathered in Warsaw. The meeting was co-organised together with EDF member the Polskie Forum Osob Niepelnosprawnych (PFON): the Polish Disability Forum.
Mr. Jaroslaw Duda, Secretary of State, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, opened the meeting stating, “Poland is ready to ratify the UN CRPD in the coming months.” He said, addressing the demands of the President of the Polish Disability Forum Mr Andrzej Szalach.
Mrs. Krystyna Mrugalska, Vice President of the Polish Disability Forum specifically asked for a prompt ratification before December, which coincides with the end of the Polish Presidency of the European Union.

The European Disability Forum urges the ratification and implementation of this Convention by all the EU member states. Thus far, 19 EU countries have ratified, but Bulgaria, Estonia, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Malta, the Netherlands and Poland have yet to do so. 

>THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UN CONVENTION IN EUROPE
The UN CRPD was concluded by the EU in 2010 and entered into force in 2011. The correct implementation in compliance with the Convention is crucial. The disability movement wants the EU institutions to deliver on the implementation respecting the obligations of the text.

Yannis Vardakastanis, EDF President stressed, “It is now time for the EU to go next step on the implementation. The only way forward for the European Institutions is to work in compliance with the UNCRPD. The Convention is clear in the principles and values, the objectives and in the mechanisms. The European Disability movement will be an active player to ensure the respect of the human rights text.”

>THE DEVASTATIVE EFFECTS OF THE ECONOMICAL CRISIS
The EDF observatory on the impact of the economic crisis on the lives of persons with disabilities discloses alarming situations throughout Europe. The board members is more and more concerned on the trends observed and reported in all the EU: the toxic reassessments on social benefits, the cuts in allowances which has led to a huge increase poverty, reduction in local authorities’ budgets, the review of funding resources for the organisations and the austerity measures without consultations of persons with disabilities.

Therefore, the disability movement calls the EU and national governments to ensure that austerity measures respect the rights of 80 million persons with disabilities in Europe.

EDF and PFON meeting benefited from the financial support of the Polish State Fund for integration of persons with disabilities in light of the Polish Presidency of the European Union. 

 More information in Polish on PFON website www.pfon.org 

The Polish Disability Forum (Polskie Forum Osob Niepelnosprawnych, PFON) is the Polish member of the European Disability Forum. PFON represents 4 million persons with disabilities in Poland. The mission of PFON is to to ensure equal opportunities and participation in social life for all persons with disabilities in Poland. 

 >Contact PFON 
 Aniceta Zycinska, Koordynator ds. Szkolen Polskie Forum Osob Niepelnosprawnych | aniceta.zycinska@pfon.org | T +48 226 541 883

KEEP IN MIND
>ACP – EU: JPA report: the Parliamentarians given insight into disability in Africa
On 20th November 2011 EDF Member, CBM, in collaboration with partners including the Togo disability movement, organised events coinciding with the 22nd session of the ACP-EU (African, Caribbean and Pacific) Joint Parliamentary Assembly (JPA) in Togo, West Africa. Co-rapporteurs of the report, Catherine Bearder MEP, stated that while many reports are passed by the ACP-EU, this one is unique.
Read more on CBM ‘s website
Read Lars Bosselmann's blogs from Lomé as CBM's EU Advocacy Manager attends the ACE-EU JPA

>EVENTS
EUROPEAN DAY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES CONFERENCE

Europe's way out of the crisis: the disability rights perspective

Save the date: 1st and 2nd December in Brussels.
VODAFONE

In June 2011, Vodafone Foundation, together with AGE Platform Europe and the European Disability Forum, launched a unique initiative challenging developers to design mobile applications to improve the lives of ageing people and people with disabilities.
More Information click here
WORLD REPORT ON DISABILITY

The World Health Organisation report produced jointly with the World Bank will be presented at the European Parliament on 7th December with EDF member CBM.

More information click here 
>JOBS
Handicap International: Technical Co-ordinator
HI is currently searching for a Regional Technical Coordinator for our base in Tajikistan. They need someone who has had experience in CBR or disability field, a master in occupational therapy would be great, but at least someone who has had to conduct project in developing countries.
>Contact | chuet@handicap-internatinal.org
>MEDIA
EU OBSERVER FOCUSES ON DISABILITY IN EUROPE

Read all the articles online here
THE GUARDIAN FOCUSES ON ACCESSIBILITY
Read full paper online here
Disability Now
EDF President, Yannis Vardakastanis and Executive Board Member, Stig Langvad, both had interviews with Disability Now this month, here’s a snippet. Follow the links for the full article.
EDF President talks about Greece and the Euro zone
“Since the economic crisis began, the situation for disabled people here has been a bit mixed. In 2010 and 2011 the disability movement was able to put pressure on the government to keep to increases that had been previously agreed and increase disability benefits.”
Read full Article here
Denmark’s 80th year in the disability movement
“We have a disability movement in Denmark which has been united for almost 80 years. We are very active in trying to influence decisions made by politicians or bureaucrats. No law is going to be passed in parliament without input from the DPOs.”
Read full article here 
Disability Voice is available online in English and French on www.edf-feph.org
Contact us:

European Disability Forum

Square de Meeus 35

Brussels 1000 Belgium

+32 2 282 46 00 | www.edf-feph.org
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