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Editorial /// Disability and the UN: the time has come

This is certainly one of the most critical moments of the year for the disability movement. The organisations of persons with disabilities from all over the world are gathering at the UN for the Conference of States Parties (just say COSP) during first week of September. The UN Convention stipulates that the States Parties meet regularly and hence, since 2008, 4 sessions of the COSP have been held at UN headquarters in New York. The organisations of persons with disabilities are invited to attend the conference and to set up side events giving the necessary room for everyone to express issues of importance. 
The symbiotic courtship between NGOs and Governments is well known, yet I would like to highlight the progressive consolidation of the disability movement on a global scale. Established in 1999, the International Disability Alliance (IDA) is the network of global and regional organisations of persons with disabilities. The objective is to promote the implementation of the UN Convention.
It was both necessary and ambitious to start working together. Necessary because we have to have one strong voice when we address the United Nations and States Parties. Ambitious because the diversity of disability calls for so many different priorities. Finally, we all have the same perspective: we want to improve the lives of persons with disabilities -regardless of the nationality and the disability. IDA represents this need of persons with disabilities to have a say in international affairs. Global actors decide about national and local policies. Persons with disabilities should act globally as well to ensure that locally their rights are respected. This is also the only solution to make sure ‘disability’ and the UN Convention stay on top of the political agenda, not only for 1 week a year, and not only on the premises of the UN. More than a hundred countries have now ratified the Convention, 19 of them in the EU: we need to ignite the fire of ambition.
Over the past decade, we have grown, organised ourselves, debated and agreed. It is now crucial to strengthen this remarkable international movement. The European Disability Forum is not just fully committed to the political aims of IDA but also to its consolidation through the unique administrative support that we provide to its activities. 
The crucial moment of implementation has come. The European disability movement fought to make sure the UN Convention was concluded.
We now have to make sure the EU will deliver.
Javier Güemes, Acting Director, European Disability Forum
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European Standards
WHY ARE STANDARDS REALLY IMPORTANT?
European standardization organisations are currently in the process of implementing the request from the European Commission to develop 3 specific European standards. These standards would support the incorporation of accessibility requirements and criteria by public authorities into public procurement bids. Public procurement is the way of awarding contracts for public works and for the procurement of goods and services on behalf of a public authority.

The European standards in question are developed under documents called: standardization mandate 420, covering access to the built environment and standardization mandate 376, covering accessibility in the area of information and communication technology. The intention of these documents is to develop and formulate European standards on accessibility in these areas which will ultimately become useful to be incorporated into any public procurement bids.

European standards that consider the diversity of needs of the people and their functional diversity following a ‘Universal Design’ approach will prompt the development of products and services that are accessible for all including persons with disabilities.

Public Procurement accounts for roughly 17% of the European Union’s GDP- a sizeable amount. Therefore, making a European Standard to support the incorporation of accessibility requirements for bids will encourage service providers and market agents to consider, renew and redesign their concepts, accommodating accessibility. Subsequently, this will directly effect and improve the lives of persons with disabilities.
Far too long have accessibility issues been disregarded and neglected in European standardization hence the disability movement has been heavily involved in the negotiation and formulation of these standards in the recent years.

Public authorities will play a vital role in facilitating accessibility when they use these standards. European Standards are documented, voluntary agreements, which establish important criteria for products, services and processes. Despite their non-mandatory characteristic, European Standards remain a useful tool as they are developed in consensus with persons with disabilities and can be used throughout the EU (unlike national standards that differ between Member States).

European standards are complementary to European legislation and should be regarded as a supportive tool that can assist in delivering the promise of accessibility. To further establish such processes the European Commission will additionally initiate the standardization mandate 374 to facilitate the overall mainstreaming of disability through accessibility requirements within European Standards and European standardization processes on a whole.

EDF believes that Disabled Persons Organizations’ involvement in standardization processes should be enhanced. This is why, earlier this year, EDF and the European Consumer Voice in Standardization (ANEC), jointly organised a seminar on Standardizations. As part of the objectives of this seminar, EDF wanted to identify the barriers that hinder the involvement of Disabled People’s Organizations in standardization, which also led to a discussion among EDF members on the possible solutions to increase their participation. EDFs conclusions of the session are available in the EDF Library 

For more information on Standards visit EDF website here
>Contact EDF: Nadege Riche | T + 32 282 46 05 | nadege.riche@edf-feph.org
Train accessibility
WE DON’T WANT TO BE LEFT ON THE PLATFORM
In 2007 the Commission issued a decision concerning the technical specification of interoperability relating to persons with reduced mobility in the trans-European conventional and high-speed rail system. The guidelines set out in this extensive framework aim to improve accessibility to rail transport for persons with reduced mobility. These technical specifications are currently being revised. The final proposal for the revised specifications is expected in October 2012.  

The European Disability Forum is represented during this revision process by its Members in the working group responsible for drafting this document. EDF is there to ensure that attention is paid to the disability movement’s demands. These specified and elaborated upon in our position paper on this subject, the principle being that all passengers with disabilities have equal access to rail systems and that all new trains and stations and meet the technical requirements, respecting the accessibility criteria.
Markedly, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities puts new obligations on European Member States when adopting or revising legislation to ensure that the needs and rights of the end users are fully respected. In parallel, EDF is working to ensure that the scope of application be as wide as possible, preferably covering the entire rail network within the EU. 

The technical specifications are currently being negotiated. In these discussions, it become clear that railway operators and manufacturers are reluctant to introduce some of the most basic accessibility requirements, for example, wide doors allowing for wheelchair users to board and universal toilets in the trains. EDF is concerned that the revision will result in insufficient accessibility requirements, and therefore stringently holds to its demands, anticipating that the technical specifications become an ambitious tool for implementing the rail aspects of the UN Convention.
At the next meeting, the implementation of this legislation will be discussed. EDF is firm in its demand that the full implementation of the accessibility requirements must be ensured within a reasonable timeframe. Considering the long lifetime of rolling stock and stations, the European rail network will be inaccessible for persons with disabilities for decades to come, unless clear deadlines are imposed right now.
The rail industry fears that the costs of ensuring full accessibility would be unreasonably high.  Therefore, in parallel to its efforts during the revision of the technical specificities, EDF is working on providing for the integration of accessibility as an obligation in funding programs to the rail sector.

>Background:
Download EDF position paper on the technical specificities: TSI PRM here
>Contact EDF: Maria Nyman |T +32 2 286 51 84 | Maria.nyman@edf-feph.org
Volunteering 
IS THE YOUTH REALLY ON THE MOVE?
Yes! EDF Youth Committee organised a training seminar on the accessibility of volunteering on the occasion of the 2nd Youth Convention on Volunteering held in Brussels this month.
In the framework of European Year of Volunteering, the European Youth Forum organised the 2nd Youth Convention to raise awareness towards the institutions and to the larger public of the importance of volunteering and rights of volunteers. The event aimed to celebrate the work of young volunteers and show case the work of organisations for young people and share best practice examples.

EDF understands volunteerism as participation in itself; and while it might not be intended as ‘political’ action on the onset, its results may have a political impact. EDF considers that volunteering is linked to active participation, inclusion and citizenship, and bears a significant social relevance. The importance of volunteering should be acknowledged as a key means by which to forge the political and social identities of young persons with and without disabilities.
The objectives of the training organised by EDF Youth Committee were to enhance the awareness of disability issues, human rights, discrimination and equality whilst focusing on the importance of the accessibility of volunteering for young volunteers with disabilities. Greater awareness is pivotal to achieving greater inclusion in society. 

For young people with disabilities, non-formal experiences are highly valued as a means to increase their active participation in society, particularly when they are excluded from mainstream, formal education systems.
Follow EDF Youth activities on Facebook
>Contact EDF: Ewa Pawlowska | T +32 2 282 46 03 | ewa.pawlowska@edf-feph.org  

KEEP IN MIND
>HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS SPEAK OUT AGAINST FORCED STERILIZATION

On the 16 August, the Center for Reproductive Rights, European Disability Forum, Interights, International Disability Alliance and Mental Disability Advocacy Center, submitted written comments to the European Court of Human Rights in the case of Gauer and Others v. France (Application no 61521/08) brought by five women with mental disabilities who were forcibly sterilized. 

Read more
>FREEDOM DRIVE 2011: NEVER TAKE THE BACKSEAT
This month the European Network for Independent Living (ENIL is EDF Member) will hold its 5th Freedom Drive in Strasbourg. The Strasbourg Freedom Drive has been held every two years since 2003 and provides an opportunity for members of the Independent Living Movement and the European Parliament to meet for inspiration and the promotion of Independent Living issues. This year the drive will gather over 400 people from across Europe. Together they will be handing over their Proposal for a Resolution of the European Parliament on the effect of cuts in public spending on persons with disabilities in the European Union.
Read more
>2nd MANIFESTO ON THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE EUROPEAN UNION
This manifesto is a useful toolkit for activists and policymakers. It is now available to download in French, Spanish and English. EDF encourages policy makers as well as all persons involved in the disability movement to make use of this manifesto. By mainstreaming gender and disability into all policies we are able to together create a society where discrimination no longer has a place: a society based on respect of the human and civil rights for all persons.
Download the toolkit
>CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child will be meeting in Geneva on 19 September - 7 October. EDF and Italian Disability Forum (IDF) will be present to promote the submission they recently prepared jointly with IDA on the situation of children with disabilities in Italy. On 20 September, Italy is scheduled for a review by the Committee that will then produce a set of recommendations to the Italian government concerning the rights of the child. EDF and IDF are hoping that the Committee will take into account the information submitted by them on the shortcomings in respecting the rights of children with disabilities. 

Disability Voice is available online in English and French on www.edf-feph.org
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