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TOP CAMPAIGN

ARE YOU FREE ENOUGH?

First of all, we would like to thank you for you active support on the campaign!!

The Freedom Guide, the most important publication of EDF in 2011, is now ready! The printing is in process. An electronic format (in English, with easy-to-read section) as well as a word only version of this publication will soon be available.

The Top Campaign is still welcoming new partners, such as the Disability Intergroup and the Social Platform this month. Therefore, we encourage you to propose any new partnership that you consider relevant.

We still call for your support for the mapping of Free movement rights among the EU Member States! Please do not hesitate to share with us any existing documentation, material, research or legislation in your Member State about access to goods and services, studies in relation to Freedom of movement for persons with disabilities, that you are aware of and that you think could be useful for the purposes of our campaign. 

Contact: maria.nyman@edf-feph.org
CALLS FOR ACTION

YOUR COMMENTS ON DIGITAL TV

National Council for the Blind of Ireland (NCBI), a member of the European Blind Union, is inviting comments on the first draft of a new set of Universal Design guidelines for Digital TV services and equipment. The guidelines have been developed by the NCBI Centre for Inclusive Technology on behalf of the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design, with the input of many stakeholders. Comments can be submitted up until end of November 2011 by email to lbrowan@nda.ie. You will find the guidelines and a template for submitting comments at www.universaldesign.ie/digitaltv
WINDOW FOR NEW PROPOSALS NOW OPENED

The United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF) has opened the window for applications for its Sixth Round of Funding. Project proposals may be submitted on-line between 15 November and 31 December at www.un.org/democracyfund in either English or French. You can find guidelines and examples of previous application forms here.  UNDEF supports projects that strengthen the voice of civil society, promote human rights, and encourage the participation of all groups in democratic processes.
YOUR INPUT TO EDF POSITION ON STANDARDISATION
The European Commission issued a Standardisation Package composed of a Communication on a strategic vision for European standards: Moving forward to enhance and accelerate the sustainable growth of the European economy by 2020 (COM(2011)311final) and a Proposal for a Regulation on European Standardisation (COM(2011)315 final). There are several aspects of deep interest for the European Disability Movement, and notably the possibility of funding opportunities to involve EDF in European standardisation. Download draft EDF position on the proposal of regulation on European standardisation which is now out for your comments. Should you have any comment on the draft EDF position paper, please send them to nadege.riche@edf-feph.org no later than 9 December 2011.
EUROPE
COMMISSION PUBLISHED ITS WORK PROGRAMME 2012

The European Commission has recently published its work programme for 2012. The headlines are "building a Europe of stability and responsibility", "building a union of sustainable growth and solidarity" and "giving the EU an effective voice in the wider world".

Issues such as fundamental rights, equality and anti-discrimination are not mentioned. In the Annex you find the actions that the Commission is planning on taking.

In the theme of Fundamental Rights and Equality:

· Point 99: European Accessibility Act: improving accessibility of goods and services in the Internal Market;

· Point 103: Compensation of crime victims (legislative);

In the theme of Social Inclusion and Employment:

· Point 28: Employment package: Towards a jobs-rich recovery; Specific Flexicurity package; Reforming the European Employment Services EURES and its legal basis;

· Point 32: Protection of supplementary pension rights of people who change jobs.

SOCIAL DIMENSION OF THE EUROPE 2020 STRATEGY

The Social Protection Committee (SPC) has issued a report on the Social dimension of the Europe 2020 strategy. This report examines actions to promote inclusion and reduce poverty, in line with the strategy's headline targets. The report details the challenges in fighting poverty and social exclusion in the EU and assesses policy options for addressing them. It analyses actions focusing on: sustainable and adequate reforms of social protection systems and active inclusion strategies; well-designed universal and targeted benefits for families and groups at risk; future pension adequacy and long-term financial sustainability of pensions; and increased effectiveness of health care and long-term care.

ACCESS AND THE CITY

Accessibility of built environment is a key issue for the disability movement. Put your city on the European map as a proactive supporter of accessibility for persons with disabilities!

The Access City Award sets out to showcase and reward cities with over 50 000 inhabitants which take exemplary initiatives to improve accessibility in the urban environment.

In the context of a steadily ageing population living in European cities and its correlation with disabilities, accessibility has important social and economic benefits.

The application phase for the Access City Award 2012 closed on 20 September 2011 with 114 cities from 23 EU member states joining the competition.

After a pre-selection at national level, a European Jury composed of experts in accessibility and representatives of the European Commission, the European Disability Forum and the Age Platform Europe selected the eight shortlisted cities of Access City Award 2012: Grenoble (FR), Kraków (PL), Ljubljana (SI), Marburg (DE), Olomouc (CZ), Salzburg (AT), Santander (ES), Terrassa (ES). One of these cities will be proclaimed as the winner of the Access City Award 2012 on 1 December 2011. The Award Ceremony will take place in Brussels during the European Day of Persons with Disabilities Conference.

Read more on EDF website
CIVIL SOCIETY TO MAKE ECONOMY MEET SOCIAL NEEDS

The EESC held an extraordinary joint meeting of the sections responsible for social affairs, economic affairs and the EU 2020 strategy, in order to come up with concrete proposals for overcoming the crisis to hand to our leaders. Read the full comment of EESC President.

EDF Observatory on crisis.

EDF NEWS
AFTER THE WORK FORUM ON THE CRPD

EDF members actively participated in the Work Forum held on 26-27 October in Brussels. The event gathered around 300 representatives from Member States (Members of the High Level Disability Group, focal points, Ministries) and numerous European platforms.
The Work Forum was organised last year for the first time by the Commission under the Belgium Presidency, to support the implementation of the Convention by enabling a space for best practices exchange amongst Member States and EU discussion on those areas of the Convention that are more difficult to put in practice.
This year was dedicated to discussing the coordination mechanism, at national and European level, established on 33.1 UNCRPD, that although not compulsory it is desirable, and issues around reporting to the UN.
Among the panellists were Yannis Vardakastanis, EDF President, Max Rubish, Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer protection in Austria, Johan Ten Geuzendam, Head of Disability Unit in DG Justice, Luk Zelderloo Secretary General of the European Service Providers Association, and Viveca Arrhenius, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health from Finland. Download Work Forum speakers’ presentations. 

More information: janina.arsenjeva@edf-feph.org 
EDF AND THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

The economic crisis in the European Union is having devastating effects on the quality of our democracies. In particular on the economic and social structures that have been built in our societies over the last decades of economic growth. The European Union’s “Europe 2020” strategy has made social inclusion one of the three pillars bringing Europe out of the crisis. Nevertheless, the EDF denounces that current economic, social and political policies adopted by Member States and the European Union have increased the numbers of people experiencing social exclusion in Europe. We have prepared a 5 question survey that will help the disability movement understand what the main issues are. It will also help us to report to the European Institutions and make the EU react. Fill out the survey on the impact of economic crisis. Read the article about the crisis in Greece on Disability Now.

EU SUMMIT: WE DON'T WANT TO BE EXCLUDED MORE THAN WE ALREADY ARE 

Poverty, social exclusion, discrimination, marginalisation, illiteracy and negative stereotypes of people with disabilities can be the sad legacy of the economic, social and political reforms if implemented without duly consideration of the rights of people with disabilities: the European Disability Forum wrote a letter to all heads of State to make sure that the outcome of the summit on the crisis won’t have worst consequences on persons with disabilities. Read more on EU Summit on EDF website
ACTIVATE YOURSELF! – YOUTH WITH ASD IN ACTION FOR THEIR FUTURE AND FIGTHS

Autism spectrum disorders (ASD) are one of the most complex neurological conditions which affect individuals in the field of social communication, interaction and flexibility of mind. Due to the nature of condition, people with ASD have difficulties in terms of self-advocating their fundamental rights. Therefore the project “Activate yourself!” has been developed to encourage active participation of young people with ASD; empower them as active citizens, make them aware of their role in creating their own future and promote their equal rights and opportunities. The project is supported by the Youth in Action Programme of the European Union. The consortium on nine organizations worldwide (Center for Autism Slovenia, Autism South Africa, Všį Socialinių inovacijų centras Lithuania, Jamaica Autism Support  Association, Beijing Stars and Rain Education Institute for Autism, Action for Autism India, Autism Europe, The National Autistic Society UK and The European Disability Forum) would like to invite young people with ASD, aged 13 to 30, to join the Activate Yourself! project. 

Within the project young people with ASD will meet on regular basis to: 

· discuss the challenges they face in everyday life;

· learn about their rights, campaigning and active citizenship;

· make an awareness video to inform broader public about their situation;

· prepare the World Autism Strategy for Youth with ASD – the proposal of the directives for decision-making organizations focusing on the rights of young people with ASD.

Besides regularly meeting in their own countries, young people with ASD will also have a chance: 

· to attend the international youth conference in China;

· to attend the youth camp in Slovenia, where they will have an opportunity to meet, exchange their views on active citizenship and self-advocacy, present their talents and most of all spend quality time with each other. 

One of the long-term goals of the project is also to build solid footing for the future Autism Youth Forum, which will represent the self-advocacy organization, representing the rights of young people with ASD worldwide. It’s time for young people with ASD to speak out and build their own future!
COMMISSION PROPOSES CONCRETE PLAN FOR A BETTER ACCESSIBILITY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

The Commission adopted on 19 October 2011 a package for new infrastructure policy. It comprises a proposal for the revision of important European transport network guidelines (TEN-T) and a proposal for a Connecting Europe Facility. Why are they both positive for persons with disabilities? Read more about TEN-T on EDF website
EDF ON ONLINE DISTRIBUTION OF AUDIOVISUAL WORKS
The EDF has answered to the European Commission Consultation on the Green Paper on the Online Distribution of Audiovisual Works in the European Union: Opportunities and Challenges towards a Digital Single Market. Answering to the questions concerning access for persons with disabilities was also part of the DIGITALEUROPE-EDF Action Points in View of Enhancing Accessibility of TV for Persons with Disabilities. 
More information: nadege.riche@edf-feph.org 

MEMBER OF THE MONTH

CZECH NATIONAL DISABILITY COUNCIL 

The Czech National Disability Council (CNDC) was established in 2000 in recognition of the fact that people with disabilities have many common needs and interests. From this recognition it was a small leap to the realization that the collective needs and interests of disabled people would be substantially more effectively promoted and defended by one overarching, professional organization than by the individual agendas of separate disability associations.

The Czech National Disability Council is an umbrella organization whose fundamental aim is to advocate, promote and meet the rights, interests and needs of people with disabilities, regardless of the type or extent of their impairment. Its work is orientated towards collaboration with state administration and local government at all levels and with organizations and institutions working in this field at national, regional and international level. Besides policy and monitoring work CNDC specializes in commenting on individual laws and drawing up its own legislative proposals. In addition, CNDC is expert guarantor for various projects whose aim is to improve the situation of persons with disabilities; such as a network of expert social consultancy, direct participation in developing a system of accessible facilities, various projects on creating new working positions for persons with disabilities. CNDC also works to raise public awareness of disability issues. It is a source of information about the problems people with disabilities encounter etc. For this purpose, many specialist seminars and conferences are organized every year.

Contact: Ondřej Folk
MEMBERS` NEWS
WHY IS 112 NOT ACCESSIBLE FOR DEAF PEOPLE?

The European Parliament Written Declaration 0035/2011 on the need for accessible 112 emergency services has been adopted. It invites the Commission “to promote the development of fully accessible and reliable Next Generation 112 services independent from devices and networks, using the Total Conversation concept” and “to put forward legislative and standardisation proposals to make 112 services fully accessible to all citizens, giving priority to sign language services using video technologies and text-based services to ensure the inclusion of deaf, hard-of-hearing and speech-disabled users”. This is an additional support towards the deployment of an accessible Next Generation 112. EDF congratulates the European Union of the Deaf (EUD) team who coordinated the initiative with a lot of enthusiasm and energy. Read full media release of EUD
See the freshly renewed EUD website with International Sign videos

GENDER AND DISABILITY TOOLBOX

The overall aim of the Gender and Disability Toolbox, published by the Disabled Peoples Organisations Denmark (DPOD) is to help member organisations and their Southern partners to mainstream the gender dimension. The toolbox is divided into the following three sections: Relationship between Gender and Disability; Gender-Sensitive Project Preparation; Organisational Development from a Gender Perspective. The sections contain detailed introductory information, case studies, project planning tools, annotated gender-sensitivity guides and lists of related references. This resource would be useful to people interested in gender and disability issues.


EUROPEAN MODEL OF TRAINING FOR GUIDE DOG

This project, coordinated by Guide Dogs for the Blind Association, brings together 5 Guide Dog Schools (in Poland, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Romania & Belgium) and 3 major European stakeholders (the European Guide Dog Federation, The European Committee for Standardisation and EASPD). It will be a decisive achievement in making European mobility a reality for blind people, through the definition of harmonised criteria for the quality of guide dogs across Europe. Visit the project website
SIGN LANGUAGES’ STATUS UNDER THREAT IN DENMARK AND THE NETHERLANDS? 

WFD – EUD conference attendees noted with alarm that the status of sign languages is under threat in Denmark and the Netherlands. Recent developments in Denmark have led to the adoption of an educational philosophy which denies deaf and hard of hearing children any visually accessible communication, including the right to education in sign language. At the same time the Netherlands is undergoing debates over sign language’s place in the education of deaf children. The president of the Swedish Association of the Hard of Hearing (HRF) and the former president of International Federation of Hard of Hearing (IFHOH) Mr. Jan-Peter Strömgren highlighted that both hard of hearing and deaf children should have the right to bilingualism and give them the opportunity to choose later their linguistic identity. He also recommended good cooperation between associations of hard of hearing and deaf people pointing out that also many hard of hearing people use sign language. Download EUD-WFD press release
LET’S GET TOGETHER ON 3rd OF DECEMBER

December 3 is International Day of People with Disabilities. At the initiative of the Belgian Disability Forum (BDF) and 30 disabled people’s organizations hope to change the order of things. They have created a unifying, fundamental, and challenging badge that is intended to symbol an area of disability. 
The badge is intended to keep the 3rd of December in the mind. It recalls:

· the disabled person is a person before being disabled;

· "all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights";

· the disabled person plays an integral role and is a part of society;

· we must remove barriers and ensure the needs of people with disabilities are covered in all areas of life;

· political action must take place at all levels and during 365 days a year.

Share with EDF your actions and innovative activities on the day of persons with disabilities

PARTNERS` NEWS

ERA SEMINARS ON EU DISABILITY LAW

The European Academy of Law (ERA), with the support of the EFC European Consortium of Foundations on Human Rights and Disability and in collaboration with the European Commission, continue to run their series of seminars devoted to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the European legislation adopted on disability issues. The events will take place in Madrid in December 2011 and in Trier in 2012 and they will be open to 34 different countries. The number of places available is limited therefore participation is on selection. Selected participants will receive a contribution to their travel and accommodation costs. The seminars will also focus on the new European Disability Strategy setting out the European Commission’s work plan and priorities for the period 2010-20 to empower people with disabilities so that they can enjoy their rights and participate fully in society. More information on the seminars of EFC
FRA DISABILITY MATERIALS

The EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) disability project aims to better understand how the fundamental rights of persons with mental health problems and persons with intellectual disabilities are safeguarded in the EU and where violations of rights occur.

To better explain what the agency is doing in this area, the FRA has developed a series of easy-to-understand information products. Find here the FRA publications on disability
ICT ACCESS BARRIERS ‘COMMON ACROSS EUROPE’
The problems encountered in putting ICT accessibility policies into practice are common across Europe, according to early findings of a survey of policies in 30 nations (the EU countries, plus Norway, Iceland and Switzerland). According to research carried out in June for the EU-funded ‘i- access’ project on access to electronic information and lifelong learning, problems encountered include creating accessible content; standards compliance; problems procuring accessible systems; and a lack of awareness and understanding. 

The project is run by the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education to raise awareness of the issues surrounding accessible information provision for lifelong learning. While some survey respondents said their organisations provided style guides for creating content, only about half of these addressed accessibility aspects such as considering how a screen-reader would cope.

Full details of the research and a report of a project conference co-hosted by the Danish Ministry of Education in Copenhagen this June are due to be published shortly, with the final project recommendations expected towards next summer. Source: E-Access Bulletin
A MANIFESTO FOR AN AGE-FRIENDLY EUROPE
The European Parliament Intergroup on Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity and the EY2012 Coalition of stakeholders are calling for actors from many different sectors to seize the opportunity of the European Year 2012 for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations to join forces at all levels to promote an age-friendly European Union in which all generations are valued and enabled to take part. 

On that occasion, the EY2012 Coalition running campaign to promote the European Year 2012 will be launching its Manifesto for an Age-Friendly European Union. This Manifesto presents the Decalogue of the age-friendly society and includes a number of recommendations to the EU and stakeholders at national and local level to achieve an age-friendly European Union by 2020.The objective of this political statement is to encourage stakeholders to build on the momentum created by the European Year 2012 to create partnerships at EU and national level in order to promote active ageing and solidarity between generations.

EASPD CELEBRATED ITS 15th ANNIVERSARY AT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
To celebrate its 15th anniversary, the European Association of Service Providers for Persons with Disabilities invited all its members and friends on the 9th November 2011 to the European Parliament. The event was hosted by MEP Dieter Koch with the support of other leading MEPs and with special guests as Commissioner László Andor, Yannis Vardakastanis, Brigitte Grouwels (Member of the Government of the Brussels Region, and in charge of disability issues), Johan Ten Geuzendam (Head of Unit for the Rights of People with Disabilities, European Commission) and Thorsten Afflerbach (Head of Integration of People with Disabilities Division, Council of Europe). Video messages from Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, and Viviane Reding, Vice-President of the European Commission and EU-Commissioner opened the ceremony.

Franz Wolfmayr, President of EASPD firmly declared: “Today, on the basis of our experience and commitment, it is the responsibility of the service providers to be at the forefront of innovation in order to shape the future rather than to passively suffer the consequences of major societal changes. Join us in building services of tomorrow for the people of today. We want to use this celebration as a lever for a better quality of life in a Europe valuing diversity!”
MHE TO ORGANIZE LUNCH DEBATE AT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Mental Health Europe (MHE) decided to choose active ageing as the topic for its 2011 Awareness-raising event at the European Parliament. Together with MEP Frieda Brepoels, MHE is organizing a lunch debate where mental health professionals and government officials will have the opportunity to discuss the value older people bring to the workplace, and the innovative new mechanisms needed for older people to continue contributing to society in a meaningful and constructive manner. Staying active – The impact of (un)employment on the mental health of an ageing Europe will take place on Wednesday, December 7, at the European Parliament in Brussels. Speakers will include Richard Wynne, Director of Work Research Centre in Ireland, Bart Julliams, Adviser for Employment in the Cabinet of Philippe Muyters, Flemish Minister of Finance, Budget, Employment, Planning and Sport, Jacques van der Vliet from the Standing Committee of European Doctors and Brian Howard, CEO of Mental Health Ireland. 

For more information, or to register, please contact Mental Health Europe at secretariat@mhe-sme.org  or Katrien Uyttersprot at katrien.uyttersprot@europarl.europa.eu 

‘EUROPEANS FOR PEACE’ A NEW PROGRAMME ON INCLUSION
The programme It is normal to be different! Young Europeans with and without the Down Syndrome Facing Human Rights in the framework of Europeans For Peace is inviting students' projects on Human Rights to join. They have just returned from the first encounter with many workshops in Sarajevo. Young people with the Down Syndrome and assistants travelled with high school students groups from Bulgaria, Poland and Germany. Several young people with Down Syndrome from the Sarajevo DownSy organisation also participated in all project activities. It was a unique experience full of joy and human understanding.
RIGHT TO POLITICAL PARTICIPATION
The Council of Europe Committee of Ministers is the organisation's highest political office. It adopted a Recommendation on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life. Recommendations have the status of soft law: they are not legally-binding, but carry significant political weight as they are adopted by consensus by all 47 Member States. 

It is particularly important as it builds upon the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, calling for European governments to "Ensure that their legislation overall does not discriminate against persons with disabilities in political and public life". 

All adult citizens with disabilities should have the right to vote, the Recommendation says, adding that laws should be "devoid" of discriminatory provisions. It specifies that "all persons with disabilities, whether they have physical, sensory, or intellectual impairments, mental health problems or chronic illnesses, have the right to vote on the same basis as other citizens, and should not be deprived of this right by any law limiting their legal capacity, by any judicial or other decision or by any other measure based on their disability, cognitive functioning or perceived capacity." EDF together with several NGO partners has been advocating for universal suffrage for people with disabilities via its Save the Vote campaign. Of particular concern is the Council of Europe's Venice Commission, whose "Interpretive Declaration" restricts the vote on the basis of a proven mental disability.

UNITED NATIONS

RECENT REPORTS TO THE CRPD COMMITTEE 

Croatia, Czech Republic and Germany have submitted their national reports to the CRPD Committee. For the moment, the reports are only available in English. Spain, Tunisia, Peru, China, Argentina, Austria, Hungary, Paraguay, Australia, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Sweden, Azerbaijan, Mexico, Republic of Korea and Belgium were the first countries in submit their national reports to the CRPD Committee. 

USEFUL TOOL FROM HANDICAP INTERNATIONAL

This manual from Handicap International is a useful tool for explaining the content of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). It provides comprehensive information about the negotiation and drafting process, a detailed overview of the CRPD presenting information about each article, and the positions taken by the different stakeholders involved. It highlights the key documents adopted by United Nations bodies following the adoption of the Convention and the importance of the obligation to involve DPOs. This manual is useful for people for people working in the field of disability, development and human rights at the local, national, regional and international levels

UN TO DEVOTE THE DAY OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES TO DEVELOPMENT

This year, the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs requested the input of its partners and the general public for suggestions on a theme for the International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2011. Many responses were received from both the UN system and civil society and it was finally decided to celebrate this important date via the topic “Together for a better world for all: Including persons with disabilities in development”.
Now, for the first time, the Day will be commemorated under a general theme with supporting sub-themes to draw attention to key areas that would work in synergy to mainstream disability in all development processes.
This year will also mark the 30th Anniversary of the UN International Year of Disabled Persons (1981). 
21 MARCH TO BE ‘THE WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY’ FROM 2012

A resolution to designate 21 March as “World Down Syndrome Day”, to be observed every year beginning in 2012, was adopted by consensus during the plenary meeting of the Third Committee of the United Nations General Assembly. The resolution was proposed and promoted by Brazil, and supported by Down syndrome groups and associations around the world, who campaigned for their governments to co-sponsor the resolution. The aim of the day is to raise awareness and understanding of a condition which affects approximately 1 in 800 births worldwide, and to promote the inherent rights of persons with Down syndrome to enjoy full and dignified lives and be active participants in their communities and society. 

From 2012, the United Nations will invite all its Member States, relevant organisations of the UN system, international organisations, as well as civil society, including non-governmental organisations and the private sector, to observe WDSD and actively raise public awareness of Down syndrome. 

NEW FUNDS AVAILABLE TO PROMOTE INCLUSION OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Funds have been made available to USAID Missions and USAID Washington Operating Units (WOUs). There is currently a total of $4 million available in funding. In compliance with the Agency's Disability Policy, USAID continues to work toward fuller inclusion of people with disabilities in their foreign policy and development efforts, and towards that end, these funds are made available to increase the participation of people with disabilities in USAID activities and strengthen the capacities of Disabled People's Organizations (DPOs).

In order to promote consistency, and for ease of review, they have established a standard application form. All project ideas must be presented using this form (a cover page and 8 questions). Submissions made using other formats may not be considered.  In addition to the application form, there are two other attachments: a more robust Description of the Request and a standardized reporting format. More information about USAID funding possibilities
VACANCIES
INTERNSHIP @ SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON DISABILITY

The Special Rapporteur on Disability invites suitably qualified applicants to apply for this opportunity. They seek an intern for a period of 6 months to one year, resident in Cape Town, South Africa assisting the Special Rapporteur with international research relevant to his mandate. Submit your comprehensive resume with three contactable references by email to saowalak@dpiap.org by 30 November 2011. See the requirements
CHAIRPERSON @ SPINAL INJURIES SCOTLAND

Spinal Injuries Scotland is the national voluntary organisation concerned with new and long-term spinal cord injured people, their relatives and friends, along with those involved in the management, care and rehabilitation of the injury. In recent years the organisation has gone from strength to strength reacting positively to its changing role within the wider community of people with Spinal Cord Injury in Scotland. They now wish to appoint a Chairperson who can provide dynamic, strong and strategic leadership to continue their development. Closing date:  30th November 2011 For more information and to apply: info@sisonline.org 
PROJECT COORDINATOR & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORKER @ DIABETES UK

The Project Co-ordinator will be responsible for delivering this externally funded project within budget and to timescales while ensuring the development of self management capacity within the South Asian community in Glasgow.

The Community Development Worker will be responsible for developing volunteer involvement and community engagement within the project, and supporting self management capacity development with all those involved. Closing date:  1st December 2011

See a full job descriptions and to apply here
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION OFFICER @ SOLIDAR

SOLIDAR is looking for a finance and administration officer. Send a one page motivation letter and detailed CV (in English) to solidar@solidar.org by 28 November 2011 at 10:00
POLICY INTERN @ EUROCHILD

Eurochild is looking for an intern to assist in the development of Eurochild policy work. Interns are part of the staff team and expected to contribute to the overall work of Eurochild, as appropriate. You will follow-up developments of EU policies and other international organisations, such as the Council of Europe and the UN, regarding children's rights and welfare in Europe." Find out more about this vacancy here
RESEARCHER @ ENIL

The European Network on Independent Living (ENIL) is looking for a Researcher to work on an FP7-Cooperation project entitled Social Platform on Innovative Social Services - INNOSERV. See the Terms of Reference
SOCIAL POLICY OFFICER @ MENTAL HEALTH EUROPE

Mental Health Europe is looking for a Social Policy Officer to support MHE’s policy development and advocacy work in the field of social inclusion of people with mental health problems and social policies in general. Deadline for applications: Friday 16 December 2011 at 16:00. Download more information about MHE vacancy. Contact: mvandievel@mhe-sme.org 

EVENTS
BUILDING A MORE INCLUSIVE SOCIETY – ‘VODAFONE FOUNDATION SMART ACCESSIBILITY AWARDS’

The Vodafone Foundation launched the first Smart Accessibility Awards earlier this summer. The competition promotes the development of IT applications designed to improve the lives of people with disabilities and older people to help them become more actively involved in society. The programme is supported and co-organised by EDF and AGE Platform Europe, the European network of around 160 organisations of and for people aged 50+. Launched in June 2011 in Brussels during the EU Digital Assembly, the competition will award the best smartphone application across four different categories as follows: social participation, independent living, mobility and wellbeing. The total prize fund of 200,000€ will be split equally between the four winners. The competition was open from 14 June 2011 to 15 October 2011. Twelve finalists will be selected and requested to present their application before the final jury in Brussels in early December at a live final, where the four overall winners will be chosen.

Awards Night: 5 December 2011 

Keynotes speeches:

· Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for the Digital Agenda

· Vittorio Colao, CEO, Vodafone Group

· Anne-Sophie Parent, Secretary General, AGE Platform Europe

· Rodolfo Cattani, Secretary & Chair of the ICT Expert Group, EDF

Followed by reception & buffet dinner

RSVP by 29 November: cindy.dekoninck@vodafone.com
The event will be held in English with translation into sign language.
INVITATION FOR DIALOGUE ABOUT WORLD REPORT ON DISABILITY

EDF will participate in an event hosted by Mr. Adam Kosa MEP on 7th of December in the European Parliament. The World Report on Disability will be discussed. This is the first ever World report on disability, produced jointly by WHO and the World Bank, and it will make a significant contribution to the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the European disability strategy 2010 - 2020. We invite you to take part in this discussion. Please register by 30 November 2011 contacting: luisa.fenu@cbm.org 

DOWNLOAD THE CALENDAR OF DISABILITY RELATED EVENTS
10-11 December 2011 
EDF Executive Committee
Athens, Greece

3-4 March 2012
EDF Board meeting
Copenhagen, Denmark
26-27 May 2012
EDF General Assembly
Copenhagen, Denmark
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