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	TOP CAMPAIGN


OUR CAMPAIGN IN A NUTSHELL TO KEEP YOU IN THE LOOP

What has been done? 

· EUROPEAN ACCESSIBILITY ACT:

Following the consultation with members on the definition and scope of the EDF shadow European Accessibility Act, based on a proposal presented at the EDF AGA in Budapest, a meeting was held with professor Lisa Waddington to continue the drafting of the shadow act. 

A first outline of this shadow act will be discussed at the EDF Board in Warsaw in October. 

The call for tender for the study on the costs and benefits of accessibility has been launched by the European Commission. 

· FREEDOM GUIDE:

The Call for contributions has been launched (including an online Free Movement Survey (also in FR version), a Call for concrete examples and a call for mapping Free movement rights among EU member States). We have already started collecting the feedback and will analyse it continually. The quality and the impact of this Guide will strongly rely on the contributions we will be receiving in order to be able to illustrate the real situation for disabled persons as well as becoming a lasting and powerful advocacy tool.

· MOBILITY CARD:

Position paper is adopted: download
· LEAFLET:

We have produced leaflets: one presenting briefly the aims of the Campaign and another one with more details. We will send you the more detailed version along with the Annual Report. If you wish to disseminate those leaflets, please contact us.
Download the toolkit or access it online
Reminder: Send us the name of the appointed contact person from your organisation as soon as possible: agnes.chamayou@edf-feph.org 

Join us! 

This week, you were sent the “EDF call for contributions to the Freedom Guide”, please make sure you and your membership organisations responded. 

We are well aware of the Summer timing but the Free Movement Survey only takes one minute to fill in!

Read more on EDF website
	CALLS FOR ACTION


EDF COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE EUROPEAN LOTTERIES CONTINUES- YOU CAN PARTICIPATE

As you remember EDF has signed the a cooperation agreement with the European Lotteries to develop and promote the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society. EDF and EL have committed themselves to work together to:

· contribute to the employment of persons with disabilities

· support the full integration of persons with disabilities in the society

· exchange best practices from all over Europe

· raise awareness about disability issues.

Now it is time for you to act, as the agreement is entering into the national level. You have the possibility to be part of the development of national agreements with members of European Lotteries in your country. Your role would be to advise the national lotteries on how best to advance activities and priorities as well as share best practices and facilitate the exchange between the organisations, such as foundations, that you are in cooperation with. 

There is a meeting planned in 2011, which aims at discussing the way of cooperation at the national level (ex. Support to the organisations of people with disabilities, contribute to the accessibility of the infrastructure and sport).
If you are interested and wish to receive more details, contact: ewa.pawlowska@edf-feph.org till the end of July 2011.

TAKE PART IN THE TRAINING ON DISCRIMINATION

The project "Awareness raising in the areas of non-discrimination and equality targeted at civil society organizations" aims to design specific training material and activities for NGOs in order to help strengthen the capacity to deal with non- discrimination and equality. EDF is one of the NGOs of the Steering Group of this project therefore we encourage our members to actively take part in this initiative. The trainings will be organised in 32 European countries, which gives you the opportunity to be a partner in that project. There are 2 seminars foreseen: mid-October – end of November 2011 and mid-January – mid-February 2012. 

The topics for the national awareness raising seminars are:

1. Collecting information and planning action ; 

2. Monitoring; 

3. Advocacy; 

4. Partnerships; 

5. Media; 

6. Situation testing; 

7. Codes of conduct

Download the list of your national coordinators
Contact: ewa.pawlowska@edf-feph.org 

QUALITATIVE STUDY ON DEAF PEOPLE’S EXPERIENCES OF COUNSELLING SERVICES – TAKE PART IN THE E-MAIL INTERVIEW

Holly Siegrist, a deaf student at the University of Leeds, is doing an MA in Disability, Health and Illness. She is interested in specific issues on which you may give an answer: why deaf people use counselling services; if they experience particular difficulties with counselling services; and how counselling services can be improved for deaf people.

If you are a deaf person who has used counselling services or a counsellor who has worked with deaf people, and you would be available for an email interview, contact her at ss10hns@leeds.ac.uk.

This study will adhere to the highest ethical standards, and all participants will be given pseudonyms to protect their identity.

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM CO-SPONSORED BY EDF ASSOCIATE MEMBER- CBM

The World Report on Disability, mandated by the World Health Assembly and jointly published by WHO and  the World Bank, will be launched in June 2011. 

A specific focus of the report is on the health of people with disabilities in light of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) which reinforces amongst other fundamental rights, the right of persons with disabilities to attain the highest standard of healthcare, without discrimination. 

We are encouraging abstracts for presentations and posters focusing primarily on research and evidence in low/middle income settings.

The deadline for submission of abstracts is 29 July 2011. 

More information | Contact: disabilitycentre@lshtm.ac.uk
CALL FOR PAPERS- ‘ACCESSIBILITY OF BROADCAST MULTIMEDIA’

The International Journal of Digital Multimedia Broadcasting has published a Call for Papers for a special issue on "Accessibility of Broadcast Multimedia". Potential topics include: The use of television to combat eExclusion; User feedback on accessibility services; Initiatives for raising awareness of access services; Accessible TV remote controls and accessible navigation in general; Smart accessibility (interfaces that self-adapt to user needs); Delivery platforms for access services; Hardware agnostic access services; Business models for access services; Development tools and guidelines for access services; Standardization issues and initiatives related to accessibility; National directives and enforcement of the provision of accessibility and their effectiveness; Technical and user forums for promoting accessibility and their impact; Application of web and web content accessibility guidelines to digital broadcast media; Initiatives aimed at building accessibility into HTML5; Roadmaps for the realization of accessibility. 

Deadline for manuscripts: 1 November 2011.

More information | Contact:  thomas.owens@brunel.ac.uk 

	EUROPE


POLISH PRESIDENCY HAS JUST STARTED…

From the 1 of July Poland has taken on the Presidency of the Council of the European Union. This Presidency is coming at a time when the consequences of the austerity measures being implemented by Member States, and which are widely promoted by the European Institutions, are having a direct impact on the most vulnerable in Europe. 

EDF president, Yannis Vardakastanis, together with Polish Disability Forum (PFON) president Andrzej Szalach, met Jaroslaw Duda, the Secretary of State, the Government Plenipotentiary for the Disabled People.

The topic raised during the meeting concerned:

· The impact of the crisis on people with disabilities;

· Multiannual Financial Perspectives and Budget of the European Union;

· The importance of the preservation of European Structural Funds as a unique financial instrument for Social Cohesion that has to be preserved in the future regulations of the Funds;

· Implementation of the European Disability Strategy and expectations related with this issue during the Polish Presidency;

· Single Market Act and Internal market reform that should include the strong commitment of the Council towards the proposal from the European Commission on the European Accessibility Act to enhance and strengthen internal market in Europe.

EDF an PFON have made an analysis of all events that will take place during Polish Presidency and highlighted several events and high level meetings in which the needs of persons with disabilities could be mainstreamed and to which EDF and PFON could importantly contribute.

SOLIDAR, an organisation of which EDF is a member, has put together several challenges for the Polish Presidency:

1. Change the Growth Paradigm;

2. Reinstate ‘Social’ Security Concerns;

3. Genuine Partnership with Civil Society;

4. Promote a Global Social Protection Floor;

5. Promote Education and Lifelong Learning;

6. Promote a Rights-based Approach to Migration;

7. Take into Account Socio-economic Needs of People in Eastern Partnership;

8. Support Democratic & Social Development in Northern Africa and Arab Countries;

9. Implement a Financial Transaction Tax.

Download the Polish Presidency work plan and contact details
Contact: ewa.pawlowska@edf-feph.org 
THE COMMISSION’ CALLS FOR TENDER

The European Commission has issued two calls for tender: for the establishment and maintenance of a European network of legal experts in the non-discrimination field, and for a study on the potential socio- economic impacts of possible new measures to improve accessibility of goods and services for people with disabilities. Deadline for receipt of tenders is 22 August 2011. Access the list of all open calls for tender here.
ROADMAP FOR ACCESSIBLE USER INTERFACES

A roadmap is being developed by CARDIAC-EU for research on accessible user interfaces. It will include: 

· Clear proposals on what technologies need to be supported (eye tracking, voice/gesture reckoning, wearable devices, smart displays).

· Clear inputs on what methodologies have to be investigated (adaptive UI design, accessibility evaluation guidelines for devices, services and applications). 

· Clear contributions on what kind of tools should be developed (automatic accessibility verification/design tools, accessible user interface description languages). 

This roadmap is one of the inputs to the thinking and direction of future research funding by the European Commission in this area, and the aim is to gather input from a diverse range of stakeholders. 

More information | Contact: Prof Patrick Roe
SECOND EDITION OF THE ACCESS CITY AWARD- - MAKE SURE YOUR CITY IS IN!

The new edition of the Access City Award is now open and you can find online information on the competition, the rules of participation, and the application and selection processes. The winning city will receive its award at a ceremony to be held during a conference organised on 1-2 December 2011 in Brussels to mark the European Day of People with Disabilities organised by the European Commission in cooperation with EDF. Deadline for application is 20 September 2011.
EDF President nominated Accessibility Ambassador by the city of Avila
Read more about last year’s edition- Avila as a winner
DE ROSSA REPORT ADPOTED BY THE PARLIAMENT

The European Parliament adopted a resolution on the future of social services. The main points address: 

· the importance of reinforcing the social dimension of the internal market;

· the problems of legal uncertainty concerning the applicability of EU rules to the provision of social services;

· as regards state aid, the need to revise the criteria by which to calculate the compensation of public service obligations;

· the proposal to set up a High Level Working Group which is open, flexible, transparent and highly representative of all the parties concerned to put forward reforms.

EU JOURNALIST AWARD:TOGETHER AGAINST DISCRIMINATION!

Now in its 8th year, the EU Journalist Award – Together against discrimination! is the only journalism competition for print and online journalists focused on discrimination and diversity issues in the EU.

Promote the journalists that wrote about Disability in your country.

It’s easy to take part – just read the competition rules and then enter your article online. The deadline is 10 November 2011.
More information
	EDF NEWS


EDF MET VICE-PRESIDENT REDING: WE AGREE ON THE STRATEGY AND EDF WANTS MORE AMBITION

This week, EDF met with Vice President of the European Commission, Viviane Reding, responsible for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship. Further to the EU conclusion of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the disability movement brought concrete proposals to the meeting to ensure the full implementation of the human rights treaty. EDF delivered its messages: the disability movement is backed up by the UN Convention and expects concrete results. To make sure the implementation will be successful; Commissioner Reding agreed that the EU needs stronger instruments. These instruments have to be more efficient and more inclusive. Read more on EDF website 

Contact EDF: 
Aurélien Daydé | communication officer| M +32 485 64 39 93 | aurelien.dayde@edf-feph.org 
REMINISCENCE FROM EDF ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN BUDAPEST

The list of decisions and minutes from the General Assembly are permissible to be disseminated only within EDF membership.

Contact: virginie.niyonzima@edf-feph.org 
EDF MEET PRESIDENT BARROSO TO ASSURE DISABILITY RISES HIGH ON THE EUROPEAN AGENDA

A delegation of the European Disability Forum led by its President, Yannis Vardakastanis, met with President of the European Commission Barroso. This was the opportunity to discuss the next steps for disability in the EU. he outcomes were successful: Mr. Barroso endorses the State of the Union on Disability, and committed to ensuring the right enforcement of the UN Convention throughout the European Commission. Finally, the President promised to put pressure on national authorities to safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities during times of crisis. Mr. Jose Manuel Barroso recognised that the European Disability Forum is the primary representative for the European Institutions. A part from the President, the disability movement was represented by its Vice President, Erzsebet Földesi, its Secretary Rodolfo Cattani, and Director, Javier Güemes. They successfully brought 3 important issues to the table:

1. The State of the Union on Disabilities;

2. UN Convention: from words to deeds;

3. The economic and social crisis: emergency exit.

More information
PASSENGERS WITH DISABILITIES NEVER KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT

EDF met with Vice President of the European Commission, Siim Kallas responsible for Transport. EDF wants to make sure persons with disabilities are not discriminated anymore when boarding a plane or otherwise travelling in Europe. Stig Langvad, EDF Executive Member, recalled that passengers with disabilities do not only face considerable barriers when travelling: “we are repeatedly discriminated against: This is inacceptable. When I book a plane, even months in advance, I am still not sure I am going to reach my final destination. I don’t even know if I am going to board. For persons with disabilities, travelling in Europe is still a challenge”. Further to this meeting Mr. Langvad has been interviewed by EU Observer on the EU transport issues.

Read the article in the EU Observer and on EDF website 
EDF MET UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

EDF Executive Committee member and chair of the EDF women’s committee, Ms Ana Pelaez, addressed the audience at a meeting with Rashida Manjoo, UN Special Rapporteur On Violence Against Women, organised by the European Women’s Lobby (EWL). Ms Pelaez took this opportunity to highlight the key concerns from a disability perspective.

Read more
	MEMBERS’ NEWS


ACCESSIBILITY OF WEBSITES CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN LAUNCHED

EDF together with European Blind Union, AGE Platform and ANEC has attended the Commission's first Digital Agenda Assembly in Brussels where we launched our joint campaign for the accessibility of website. We are calling on the European Commission to review the proposal for a legal act and to propose binding EU legislation to make all public websites accessible by 2015.

Read more
STATE OF SUBTITLING ACCESS IN EU 2011 – EFHOH REPORT

A new report called was released during European Federation of Hard of Hearing People Annual General Meeting reveals huge inequality for 51 million of deaf and hard of hearing people in EU. The report calls on the EU Member States to respect the rights of deaf and hard of hearing citizens to have full access to media via subtitling by 2020. 

The report can be seen here in English and Spanish versions thanks to support of European Deaf Blind organisation (EDbN).

Download Press Release | Contact: efhoh@hrf.se 
ACCESSIBLE ELECTRONIC AND PRINTED DOCUMENTS

EBU published a brochure to help everyone to produce accessible electronic and printed documents. This includes Word, PDF and OpenOffice documents, spreadsheets, presentations, web pages, books etc. It is not a complete instruction guide. 

The brochure is available online 

IMPROVING ACCESSIBILITY OF ELECTIONS IN EUROPE

Inclusion Europe held a final conference of the project “Accommodating Diversity for Active Participation in European Elections” aiming to facilitate better accessibility of elections in the European Union for people with disabilities and other groups of disadvantaged voters such as older citizens or migrant population. Representatives of national electoral commissions and government bodies as well as relevant EU and international stakeholders met in Brussels to discuss concrete accessibility measures for future elections.  Inclusion Europe together with its project partners presented Recommendations for Accessible Elections in Europe covering five key areas: legal capacity, accessible information, training, supported decision-making and access to polling stations. These recommendations are available in all EU languages at www.voting-for-all.eu. The project results will further include a collection of Good Practices for Accessible Elections in Europe and an easy-to-read guide on campaigning for more accessible elections “Voting for all!”. 

	PARTNERS’ NEWS


GUIDANCE FOR THE HIGHER EDUCATION SECTOR

The Equality Challenge Unit (ECU) will shortly be publishing three disability specific guidance materials for the higher education sector. All three documents will be ready to be downloaded from website over the summer.

MDAC LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE

The Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) launched its new website. The structure has been renovated and you may find some relevant information under the main page, upcoming events as Mental Disability Law In Practice summer university course, in the About section you can get a clear picture about the organisation, its people and donors. Four programmes and six human rights goals each have a dedicated page, and you can contribute through Get involved section: sign up for the newsletter, report human rights violations, find information on employment and internship opportunities. 

If you have any comments contact: mdac@mdac.info
	UNITED NATIONS


REPORT ON THE WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION: THE GLOBAL SOCIAL CRISIS

The Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations (DESA) Report shows that recovery has been uneven and continues to be fragile, with a wide range of negative social impacts lingering from the economic downturn. Importantly, Report asserts that the effects of the crisis in areas including health and education, will become fully evident only in the long term. The increased levels of poverty, hunger and unemployment due to the global crisis is expected to continue, affecting billions of people for years to come. The Report stresses that it is essential that Governments take into account the likely social implications of their economic policies. It has been shown, time and again, that economic policies considered in isolation from their social outcomes can have dire consequences for poverty, employment, nutrition, health and education, which, in turn, adversely affect long-term sustainable development. The disconnect between economic policies and their social consequences can create a vicious circle of slow growth and poor social progress. 
More information 
NEW PUBLICATION ON LANDMINE SURVIVORS IN THE CONTET OF DISABILITY

The new publication "Assisting Landmine and Other ERW Survivors in the Context of Disarmament, Disability and Development" was launched by Australia's Ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva and the Director of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention's Implementation Support Unit.
Download
CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT CHILDREN AND PREVENT INSTITUTIONALIZATION

Following the release of two new reports which document violations and abuses of children in state-run homes, OHCHR and UNICEF launched a campaign to end the practice of sending children under the age of three into state-run institutional care.  The reports, Forgotten Europeans – Forgotten Rights and At Home or in a Home? revealed that across Europe and Central Asia, including inside the European Union, more than a million children and adults are living in long-term residential care, where they languish - often for a lifetime.
More information
IDA AND CERMI ANALYSIS OF THE STATE REPORTS

The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights held its Pre-sessional Working Group to adopt Lists of Issues on Argentina, New Zealand, Peru, Slovakia, and Spain.  Click here to read IDA’s disability analysis of the adopted List of Issues, here to read IDA’s suggested questions for the List of Issues, here to read the submission on Spain of CERMI, the umbrella group of Spanish organisations of persons with disabilities, and here to read IDA’s disability analysis of those State reports.
	VACANCIES


COMMUNICATION INTERNSHIP @ EDF

Are you an advocate for human rights and a creative thinker? Do you care about disability issues and are ready to take on the challenge of accessibility using your communication skills? If you believe in innovation, social media, web 3.0, creating a viral buzz and total accessibility, apply now. More information
Send your CV with a cover letter to ewa.pawlowska@edf-feph.org 

Closing date for receipt of application: 21 August 2011
INFORMATION TRAINEE @ INCLUSION EUROPE

Applications must be received by 14th of July 2011

More information
OFFICE MANAGER @ EPR – LAST CALL

European Platform for Rehabilitation (EPR) is looking for office manager.

Deadline for applications: July 11 2011.
Download the job description | Contact: julie.buttier@epr.eu 
CALL FOR EDITOR @ DISABILITY STUDIES QUARTERLY

Disability Studies Quarterly (DSQ) is the publication of the Society for Disability Studies (SDS) and the flagship journal of disability studies scholarship. SDS now seeks to appoint a new Editor. Applicants should possess: project management skills and the ability to meet deadlines; previous publishing and editorial experience; networking, and communication skills; and the ability to work as part of a creative and dynamic, and multidisciplinary editorial and publishing team. SDS especially welcomes editorial teams comprised of members with expertise in varied disciplines within disability studies to apply. 

The closing date for applications is September 15 2011.
Applications and questions can be directed to the Chair of the Search Committee: 
susan.baglieri@liu.edu | More information
PROGRAMME LOGISTIC MANAGER @ HANDICAP INTERNATIONAL (NAIROBI)

Handicap International intends to recruit a Programme Logistics Manager for Nairobi office. Interested candidates that meet these requirements may send their applications to: recruit04@handicap-international.or.ke
More information 

	EVENTS


RECOMMENDATIONS ON WOMEN IN CONFLICT – GENERAL DISCUSSION

On the occasion of its 49th session the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women will be holding a Day of General Discussion on 18 July in New York. The purpose of the general discussion is to commence the Committee’s process of elaborating a "General Recommendation on Women in Conflict and Post-conflict Situations" in order to provide appropriate and authoritative guidance to States Parties on the measures to be adopted to ensure full compliance with their obligations to protect, respect and fulfil women’s human rights during times of armed conflict and in all peace-building processes, which includes the immediate aftermath of conflict and long-term post-conflict reconstruction. 
More information  

	DATE
	EDF FORTHCOMING EVENTS
	VENUE

	14-16 October 2011
	EDF Board and Executive Committee meeting
	Warsaw, Poland

	3-4 March 2012
	EDF Board meeting
	Copenhagen, Danemark

	26-27 May 2012
	EDF General Assembly
	Copenhagen, Danemark


DOWNLOAD CALENDAR OF DISABILITY RELATED EVENTS
EDITORIAL NOTE
This EDF Mailing is issued in English and French, and is addressed exclusively to EDF Members.

Readers are invited to reproduce the information provided the source is quoted and that the confidential nature of the information is respected. Please note that EDF cannot be taken responsible for the content of external websites.

Director of publication: Javier Guemes

Editor: Ewa Pawlowska

Contributors: Agnes Chamayou, Aurelien Daydé, Charlotte  May, Maria Nyman, Virginie Niyonzima

Should you wish to make any contribution or notify any e-mail address modification, please do not hesitate to contact: Ewa Pawlowska | T +32 2 286 51 83 | F +32 2 282 46 09 |ewa.pawlowska@edf-feph.org 

 

This publication is produced with the support of the European Commission but does not necessarily express its views.

PAGE  
16

